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 “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
LORD shall lift up a standard against him” (Isaiah 59:19).

Lifting Up The
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STANDARD

Paul Chappell’s Angry Birds
In Paul Chappell’s Blog of November 8, 2014 He Referred To, 

“Spiritual Leaders” Who “Become Angry Birds.” 
He said,

“They are restless and frustrated...divisive...sarcastic...angry people...always 
stirring an issue or picking a fight.” 

Who Is He Writing About And What 
Have They Done Wrong?

Brother Chappell’s blog does not tell us who he is referring to or what they are guilty of. 
When the Holy Spirit inspired people to expose others for something, they always made it 
plain whom they were talking about and what they did that was wrong.

In Matthew 3:7, when John the Baptist called some spiritual leaders "a generation of 
vipers," we were not left to wonder whom he was talking about or what they were doing.

In Matthew 12:24, when Jesus referred to some spiritual leaders as a “generation of 
vipers”  we do not have to guess who He was talking about or what they were guilty of.

In Matthew 23:23,24, when Jesus called some spiritual leaders "hypocrites", "blind 
guides, " "blind, " "whited sepulchres, " "serpents, " and "ye generation of vipers" we were not left to 
guess who He was talking about or what they were guilty of.

In Galatians 2:11-14, Paul exposed Peter because he “walked not uprightly according to 
the truth of the gospel.” Paul named him publicly, and God made sure it was recorded in His 
Word, like He did when Jesus rebuked Peter for caring about the things of this world.  Paul 
named Demas, Hymenaeus, Alexander and revealed the reason why. John, named 
Diotrephes, Jude exposed Balaam, and in both cases the reason for exposing them was made 
plain.
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Brother Chappell’s Dangerous Generalities
We are left to decide for ourselves who Brother Chappell’s “angry birds” might be. It is a very 
dangerous thing to influence thousands of young followers with generalities about some 
unnamed “spiritual leaders” who are “frustrated...divisive, sarcastic...angry people who are always 
stirring an issue or picking a fight.”

Do We Get On The Angry Birds List 
For Simply Getting Angry?

• Psalm 7:11, “God is angry with the wicked every day.”
• Mark 3:5, “He (Christ) had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the 

hardness of their hearts.” 
• Ephesians 4:26, “Be ye angry, and sin not.”

What Does One Do To Be Considered Frustrated?
Was Jesus “frustrated” when He took the whip into the temple? Was Moses 
frustrated when he exposed Balaam? Was Paul frustrated when he said, 
“Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person”? (First 
Corinthians 5:15).

What Does One Do To Gender Strife?
Was Jesus “gendering strife” when He warned people?

• Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false prophets.”
• Matthew 10:17, “But beware of men.”
• Matthew 16:6, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 

Sadducees.”
• Matthew 16:6, “How is it that ye do not understand...ye should beware of the leaven of 

the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?”

Was Peter “gendering strife” in Second Peter 3:17 when He warned: “beware lest 
ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.”

I can’t imagine Brother Chappell would have been referring to any of the above 
mentioned situations, so I am left to assume he was aiming to destroy the 
credibility and reputation of some unnamed “spiritual leaders” by associating 
them with his “angry birds.”

My guess is that he is referring to Brother David Cloud, of Way of Life Ministries, 
and those who would publicly support his ministry. For the record, I support 
Brother Cloud and his ministry, and I’m not an “angry bird.” I can also support 
Brother Chappell’s ministry with the exception of some separation issues, 
especially concerning C.C.M.
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However, the difference is, when Brother Cloud has something to say we are not 
left to guess whom, or what he is talking about. I wish Brother Chappell would 
take the same Biblical stand.

Note: 
Brother Chappell started his blog about “angry birds” comparing them to “some 
spiritual leaders” who “become like those birds.” He said, “they hurl 
themselves into any situation that they perceive to be threatening or to be being 
handled differently than they would.” 

However, the Angry Bird App describes the game saying, “The survival of the 
Angry Birds is at stake and they dish out revenge on the greedy pigs who stole 
their eggs.” And so, the birds weren’t angry because the pigs were just “handling 
things differently than they would.” The destruction of their offsprings was the 
reason for their anger. 

Brother Chappell’s Blog 

There are some social media users for whom the cute little twitter bird logo would be more 
accurately represented as the cannon-like self-ejecting fowls from the Angry Birds game. Like 
those birds, they hurl themselves into any situation that they perceive to be threatening or to be 
being handled differently than they would—which, for such people, turns out to be many 
situations.

Actually, I am convinced that there are people who have conditioned themselves to need an issue 
to stir and a person to fight. Without an inside cause they are restless and frustrated and 
eventually find an issue to raise. And then they catapult themselves at this newly aroused object 
of their wrath with incessant tweets, angry status updates, and/or any other mode of instant 
mass communication.

The greatest problem with this approach to life is that “gendering strife” is in absolute 
contradiction to Scripture.

Paul warned Timothy, “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender 
strifes” (2 Timothy 2:23). Frankly, I don’t think Paul’s reference to “foolish and unlearned 
questions” was limited to the simple examples we sometimes give. It may very well be applied to 
who went to whose conference. Or why a certain leader used a particular method. Or if… You get 
the idea.

Here’s the concern when spiritual leaders become “angry birds”: It’s no game when people stir 
controversy and contention. It’s sin.

An angry man stirreth up strife, and a furious man aboundeth in transgression.—Proverbs 29:22

People who have a perpetually angry spirit will find an issue to stir and in so doing will gender 
strife where there was none. The entire process (and its results) abounds in transgression.

...continued on page four
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When Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, he doubly beseeched two people at odds with one 
another to “be of the same mind in the Lord.”

I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.—Philippians 
4:2

One of the best decisions I ever made regarding my relationships was to not have close 
friendships with perpetually angry people. Not only did I want to avoid the poisoning effect of 
their anger on my spirit, but also I didn’t want to become like them.

Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go: Lest thou learn 
his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.—Proverbs 22:24–25

I made this decision long before the advent of social media. But a few years back, I found myself 
needing to make a new application of that decision that reflects today’s social media landscape.

Not only do I not have close friendships with divisive, sarcastic, angry people, but I don’t follow 
them on Twitter either. It is unscriptural for me to read their sarcasm about others. This “re-
decision” has turned out to be one of the most helpful commitments I’ve made in the past few 
years. It has saved me both stress and strife.

If you notice your social media streams being clogged or corroded by the loud, incessant voices of 
angry birds, I’d encourage you to clean out your stream. You don’t have to follow or friend angry 
birds. (If quietly unfollowing or unfriending isn’t an option, find a solution where you mute or hide  
their updates.)

If you sense that you may be an angry bird, could I implore you? Turn your ammo toward the 
enemy. We live in perilous days when truth is fallen in the streets. Yet even in this needy hour, 
too many of us rise up against one another rather than striving together in the defense of truth.

I’m not suggesting that there is never an issue between brothers worth dividing over. I believe in, 
preach, and teach both ecclesiastical and personal separation. What I am suggesting is that a 
person who is always stirring an issue or picking a fight with a brother or sister in Christ is not so 
much standing as a stalwart defender of the faith as he is hurling himself into issues that don’t 
matter.

You and I hold in our hands the very Word of God. We don’t need friendly fire; we need people 
who know how to use the sword of the Spirit against the enemy.

We need men and women of God who will “follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

We need leaders who will avoid “foolish and unlearned questions…knowing that they do gender 
strifes.”

We need godly servants of the Lord who will “not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves…” (2 Timothy 2:22–25).

In short, we need soldiers—not angry birds.

...continued from page three
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