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Second Timothy Chapter One
Verse 1,“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life 
which is in Christ Jesus.”
Shortly after receiving Christ as his personal Saviour Paul referred to David saying he, 
“...served his own generation by the will of God” (Acts 13:36). Paul was  a student of the Old 
Testament Scriptures  long before he was saved. Perhaps he had a great admiration for David 
and now that Paul was saved, he wanted to pattern his life after David. Everything that Paul did 
after meeting Christ on the road to Damascus, he desired to serve his generation“...by the will 
of God.”

PAUL’S MAJOR EMPHASIS - DOING GOD’S WILL, GOD’S WAY
• Romans 1:10, “...the will of God.”
• Romans 8:27, “...the will of God.”
• Romans 15:32, “...the will of God.”
• First Corinthians 1:1, “...the will of God.”
• Second Corinthians 8:5, “...the will of God.”
• Galatians 1:4, “...the will of God.”
• Ephesians 1:1, “...the will of God.”
• Ephesians 6:6, “...the will of God.”
• Colossians 1:1, “...the will of God.”
• Colossians 4:12, “...the will of God.”
• First Thessalonians 4:3, “...the will of God.” 
• First Thessalonians 5:18, “...the will of God.”
• Second Timothy 1:1, “...the will of God.”
• Hebrews 10:36,“...the will of God.”

THIS EPISTE - WRITTEN TO THE PASTOR
It is very important to keep in mind that this epistle was written to the pastor. It is God’s church 
manual. The major focus for every pastor concerning everything that takes place in the local 
church should be in line with “...the will of God.”

PAUL’S INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS TO THE PASTOR
Verses 2-4, “To Timothy, my dearly beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with 
pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night 
and day; Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with 
joy;”

TAKING TIME TO THINK
Paul said, “...I have remembrance...” It is impossible to remember something without thinking.  
He also used the phrase “being mindful.”

• Second Timothy 1:3, “I have remembrance of thee...”
• Second Timothy 1:5, “I call to remembrance...”
• Second Timothy 1:6, “...in remembrance...”
• Second Timothy 2:14, “...in remembrance...”
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Paul refers to remembering Timothy in prayer (Verse 3). He then refers to remembering concerning 
the past (Verses 5,6), the present (Verse 6), the Person of Christ (Ch. 2:8), and His purpose (Ch. 2:14). In 
verse four Paul talks  about “...being mindful,” and in verse seven he speaks of “...a sound 
mind.” 

Many people, including many pastors, are satisfied to let someone else do their thinking 
for them. Keep in mind that it was to the pastor that God commanded the pastor to, “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth” (Second Timothy 2:15 

The Greek word for study is “spoudazw.” It is found eleven times in the New Testament. It has 
been translated in the King James Bible as, “endeavour,” “do diligence,” “be diligent,” “give 
diligence,” “be forward,” “labour,” and “study.”  

To endeavour to do something is  to give it an earnest and industrious effort, over a lengthy 
time. That is too much effort for some pastors. It is  much easier to check with someone’s 
commentary and let him do their thinking. To do something with diligence is to be involved in a 
careful and persistent effort; however it is much easier to just believe Scofield's notes or what is 
said by one of my favourite preachers than it is to study to show myself approved unto God.

To labour is  to work with a great effort to do something, but then it is  much easier to just believe 
the article you are reading now than to be “more noble” as were the Believers at Berea, who, 
“searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” I have studied for this  series for 
hundreds of hours. I then put it away for about a year and let it simmer before writing what you 
are reading,, however, since Paul needed to be checked out with the Scriptures, how much 
more should you check out what you are reading now?

APPROVED UNTO GOD
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth” (Second Timothy  2:15).  The only way we can be sure we are “approved 
unto God” is  to see if what we are putting in our brains is according to God’s Word. Psalm 33:4 
says, “For the word of the LORD is right...” There may be some wrong information in this article, 
however, Psalm 33:4 continues, “...and all his works are done in truth.”

One of the greatest needs in this age of apostasy is  for pastors to do their own thinking as they 
study the Word of God. Pastors should not swallow everything they are served simply because 
it came from one of their heroes of the faith. 

THE SCOFIELD BIBLE
Nothing is more disgusting to me than footnotes in the Scofield Bible that suggest 
a verse he could not understand is, “...not in the better manuscripts.” I believed 
that nonsense for years because I liked Scofield, then one day I decided to think!

In Acts 2:47 Scofield said the word “church” means the “true” church, referring to 
his imaginary universal church.  In verse forty-one in the same chapter we read, 
“The same day there was added unto them about three thousand souls.” Scofield 
says this refers to “local churches.” Why does assembly mean local churches in 
verse forty-one and the so-called universal church six verses later? 
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In Ephesians 5:23 we read, “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.” Again, Scofield says this is the “true 
church,” meaning his so-called “universal” church. 

A UNIVERSAL HUSBAND?
Notice the words, “...the husband...the wife...the church.” Is God talking about the universal 
husband? Is He talking about the universal wife? Why then would He be referring to Scofield’s 
so-called universal church? Even a casual study to show ourselves approved unto God rather 
than unto Scofield or what our favourite group of fundamentalists believe will show that the 
Greek word is  “ecclesia” which always refers to a local assembly. Christ is  not claiming to be 
the head of a universal church anymore than He is saying the husband is  the head of a 
universal wife. 

There is no “universal” church in the Scriptures. How did we get to the place when the local 
church was pushed to the background and other para-church organizations would be taking 
responsibilities that are not their God-given responsibilities?

The Catholic church has maintained for nearly 1500 years the false doctrine of an assembly of 
assemblies ruled by the Pope. When the mainline denominations split from the Catholic church, 
they retained this false idea of the church, and Scofield made it an excepted thing.

Along with this error in fundamental circles came the philosophy that Christian work could be 
done outside the local assembly under the umbrella of the universal assembly. In a large way, 
C. I Scofield and his extremely popular reference notes to the Bible helped to open the door to 
this  tragic distortion of Scripture. Most of the apostasy that has flooded our churches in recent 
years has come as a result of thousands of para-church organizations made acceptable under 
the banner of the universal church virus. Although some para-churches are  far more sound than 
others, none of them  has any Scripture to support their ministry outside of the local church. 
NONE!

WHAT DOES YOUR CHURCH DOCTRINAL STATEMENT SAY?
Before Scofield’s notes it is very difficult to find anything written about a universal church, in 
fundamental circles. Since his  notes were published it is  difficult to find a church doctrinal 
statement that does not mimic his error. It is  also difficult to find a fundamental Bible 
commentary that does not promote this false doctrine.

DOING YOUR OWN THINKING CAN BE A SCARY THING
It has been my experience that fundamental independent Baptists are not allowed to 
do their own thinking. Pastors who are afraid to think outside the box might gang up on 
you and throw you out of their box. They may get out their branding irons and you will 
be branded. Recently when in a discussion about Scriptural things I quoted a 
preacher of yesteryear. The pastor I was  talking to quickly said, “That man was not a 
Baptist” Does that mean I shouldn’t quote Jesus anymore?

“STIR UP THE GIFT THAT IS IN THEE”
Verse 6, “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in 

thee by the putting on of my hands.”
Paul exhorts the pastor to think about the gift of God “...which is in thee.” I spent many years in 
the early days of my ministry trying to be like one of my fundamental heroes. One day it 
dawned on me that if God wanted me to be like my hero, He would have made me like him. I 
decided to simply be me, and it was one of the greatest decisions I ever made.
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I made two other very important decisions  that day. I decided not to let any preacher force me 
into his mold, and I decided to smash all the molds  I had for other preachers. That day was one 
of the greatest days I have had in my entire life.

Verse 7, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind.”

The pastor should never fear to take his responsibilities. The pastor who does not shy 
away from the instructions  given in First and Second Timothy and Titus will face opposition in 
our age of apostasy. He will face opposition from within his church, and he will face opposition 
from pastors  who do not have the courage to pastor the local church the way God wants it 
done. He will definitely need to have a “...spirit of power...of love, and of a sound mind.” 

THE POWER TO HANDLE CIRCUMSTANCES
As pastors we have all the power we need at our disposal to handle the trying circumstances 
we face if we rely on the Lord and “...the effectual working of His power” (Ephesians 3:7). Paul said 
in Ephesians 3:20 that God is “...able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us.”  In Ephesians 6:10 Paul said, “...be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might.” Colossians 1:11 says we are “Strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;”

THE LOVE
The words “love” and “Christ” are found together in twenty-seven verses in the New Testament. 
The Words “faith,” “love,” and “Christ” are found together in seven verses in the New 
Testament.  As pastors we need to keep a focus on all three. Second Timothy 1:13 says, “Hold 
fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus.”

THE SOUND MIND
In verse seven Paul mentions “a sound mind.” Again, he focuses on thinking. Philippians 2:5 
says, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” When dealing with the 
responsibilities connected with the local church, we should not be concerned about what other 
preachers think or what our church members think. We need to simply determine to find what is 
the mind of the Lord in each circumstance. 

Much prayer is  needed for wisdom in handling the circumstances  that present themselves in 
the day of apostasy that we live in. Isaiah 55:8 says, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD." Over the years in the ministry, I have faced 
many trying circumstances  in the local church. Usually the first thought I have concerning how 
to handle the situation was not the best one. It is  necessary to seek the mind of God in every 
local church decision.

Verse 8,“Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of 
God;”

“PARTAKER OF THE AFFLICTIONS”
Don’t expect much applause in the ministry. You know the saying, "You can please some of the 
people some of the time, all of the people some of the time, some of the people all of the time, 
but you can never please all of the people all of the time." If the pastor expects he is going to be 
involved in the work of the Lord and not be criticized, he is  living in a dream world. It was to 
Timothy, the pastor at Ephesus that Paul said pastors need only to, “...please him who hath 
chosen him to be a soldier”  (Second Timothy 2:4).
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FOUNDATION OF DISCOURAGEMENT
If the pastor expects  everyone to appreciate his  efforts, he will soon be discouraged. At the root 
of all discouragements are unmet expectations.  

PAUL OFTEN SPOKE ABOUT THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE MINISTRY
• Acts 20:23,“...bonds and afflictions abide me.”
• Second Corinthians 6:4, “...in afflictions.”
• Colossians 1:24, “...the afflictions of Christ...”
• First Thessalonians 3:3, “...these afflictions.”
• Second Timothy 3:11,“...afflictions, which came...”
• Second Timothy 4:5,“...endure afflictions.”
• Hebrews 10:32, “...great fight of afflictions.”
• Hebrews 10:33, “...reproaches and afflictions.”

In verse eight he said, “...be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel according to the power of God.” To be a partaker is  to 
experience something along another. It was in the context of 
handling the problems that prevail in the day of apostasy that Paul 
said in Second Timothy 3:12 “Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” Pastors should not be 
concerned when afflictions come. They should be concerned if they are not coming. It is very 
important to remember these afflictions must be handled “...according to the power of God.”

“HIS OWN PURPOSE BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN”
Verses 9-11, “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 

works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel: Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a 
teacher of the Gentiles.”

The Bible is very clear that God had “...his own purpose...which was given us (in the local church 
age) before the world began.” Ephesians 3:9 refers to it as “...the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God.”  In Colossians 1:25-27 Paul referred to the local 
church age as  “...the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is 
made manifest to his saints....” Paul was“...appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher 
of the Gentiles,” and he suffered much persecution as a result of his God-given appointment. 
 

Verse 12, “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: 
for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day.” Paul was willing to “...suffer these things” in 
order to be faithful to his responsibilities to God. All of his Jewish friends had cast him off 
and regarded him as foolish. Paul was well aware of the branding iron his friends had 
ready for him. 

The Gentiles persecuted him as well. In First Corinthians 4:13 Paul said, “...we are made as 
the filth of the world. He said, “...nevertheless I am not ashamed.” No person or no persecution 
could cause him to be ashamed of his God-given purpose or his Saviour.
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NO INTIMIDATION
Paul was not the least bit intimidated by those who persecuted him. He was confident in his 
purpose. Paul knew what he believed and why he believed it.

• Acts 20:29,“...I know this.”
• Acts 24:10,“Forasmuch as I know.”
• Acts 26:3,“...because I know.”
• Acts 26:27, “I know...”
• Romans 7:18, “I know...”
• Romans 14:14, “I know...”
• First Corinthians 13:12, “I know...”
• Second Corinthians 9:2, “I know...”
• Philippians 1:19,“I know...”
• Philippians 1:25, “I know...”
• Philippians 2:19, “I know...”
• Philippians 4:12, “I know...”

The pastor has good reason to be confident as he deals with those who are “...proud, knowing 
nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, 
evil surmisings” (First Timothy  6:4). Paul said, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day” (Second Timothy  1:12). The 
pastor needs to be confident in his God-given position and to act and speak with authority. 
Titus 2:15 says, “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man 
despise thee.” 

Verse 13, “Hold fast the form (pattern) of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus.”

When apostates infiltrate with their false doctrine, Proverbs 14:15 says, “The simple (young 
Christians who are uneducated in the things of  the Scriptures) believeth every word...” Paul refers to these 
words as “...strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings.” (Surmising  - To 
suppose that something is true without  having evidence to confirm it.) These destructive words must be put down 
by the “sound words” of truth.

Verse 14,“That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which 
dwelleth in us.”

The context of the “good thing” mentioned here has to do with the pastor holding on to sound 
doctrine and being a pattern for others  to follow. Hebrews 13:9 says, “Be not carried about with 
divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established...”

“COMMITTED UNTO THEE”
The pastor has been entrusted with a commitment from God. A commitment is an obligation 
that restricts freedom of action. Jesus said, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?” (Luke 6:46) God’s work is to be done the way God commands it to be done.  
God has not left us in the dark concerning where, and how His work is  to be done in the local 
church age. 

HOW IT IS TO BE DONE
First Timothy and Second Timothy were written to tell pastors, “...how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself” (First Timothy 3:15).
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WHERE IT IS TO BE DONE
First Timothy 3:15 continues  giving us instructions where it is to be done. “...that thou mayest 
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

WHERE IT IS NOT TO BE DONE
For nearly two-thousand years we did things God’s way and saw God’s blessings. Now 
multitudes of para-church organizations have dwarfed God’s local churches and confusion 
reigns. In those organizations, which have no Scriptural basis to exist, every man can “do that 
which is right in his own eyes,” because there are no instructions in the Bible concerning how to 
organize any ministry outside of the local church.

BACK TO THE SCRIPTURES - BACK TO THE CHURCH
The Bible has been pushed aside in favour of commentaries  and the local church has been 
pushed aside in favour of para-church organizations. The first time we find the word “church” in 
the Bible we read Jesus said, “I will build my church” (Matthew 16:18). He did not say I will build my 
Bible colleges, Christian newspapers, Christian magazines, seminars, mission boards or any 
other ministry outside of the local church. 

The last mention of the church also came from the lips of Christ. He said;“I Jesus have sent 
mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches” (Revelation 22:16).
At least twenty local assemblies are mentioned by name or referred to in Scripture. We have no 
scriptural example of believers uniting to organize any ministry outside the auspices of the local 
church. NONE!

“THE HOUSE OF THE LORD”
During much of the Old Testament we find God manifesting His  presence in the Temple. In the 
Old Testament we read phrases like…

• “The house of God” in 73 verses.
• “The Lord’s house” in 20 verses.
• “The house of the Lord” in 213 verses.

God did not have people running around like loose cannons starting para-temple ministries.

“THE CHURCHES”
In the New Testament we read references to the “Church” in seventy-nine verses and 
“Churches” in thirty-six verses. In the age in which we live God has chosen the local church, 
and only the local church to do His work. 

GOD IS NOT THE AUTHOR OF CONFUSION
Paul wrote the pastor in Crete saying, “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in 
order the things that are lacking and appoint elders (pastors) in every city as I commanded 
you” (Titus 1:5).

ORGANIZED CHRISTIANITY
Art is  organized beauty. Music is organized sound. Philosophy is  organized thought. Science 
is  organized knowledge. Government is organized society. The local church is  organized 
Christianity. 
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Again, God wrote pastoral epistles. He did not write any newspaper or magazine epistles. He 
did not write any college epistles or any other para-church epistles. He said, “...thou mayest 
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” (We make no apology for repeating this scriptural command 
again.)

RIGHT MOTIVES DO NOT CONDONE WRONG METHODS
We would not dare to judge anyone’s  motives. I have sincere Christian friends who are involved 
in ministries  outside of the local church. Their motives are very sincere. Their methods are 
scripturally wrong. (See our material on what does a sincere Christian do when there is no solid church to attend).

COMMITTED TO THY TRUST
First Timothy 6:20 - Paul says, “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust.” What 
was committed to Timothy’s trust? The entire focus of First and Second Timothy and Titus  is 
local church order including the qualifications of pastors and deacons. It especially focuses  on 
the walk, work, and warfare of a pastor.

PAUL’S FINAL WORDS
Paul writes his  final letter shortly before his  martyrdom. Last words  are important and Paul 
writes concerning instructions to Timothy and all who hold the office of a pastor. He again 
reminds Timothy concerning that, “...which was committed unto thee” (Second Timothy 1:14).

PAUL ENDS HIS MINISTRY WITH A WORD TO THE PASTOR ABOUT 
THE QUITTERS 
Verse 15, “This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of 

whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes.”
In Second Corinthians 8:5 Paul refers to those who “...gave their own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God.” When Paul refers to those who “turned away” from him he obviously 
was speaking of those who had begun to follow him in his ministry of establishing local 
churches. It is not sensible to think he was referring to the entire area known as Asia unless the 
entire area had followed him, which we know they did not.

DON’T BE ASHAMED BECAUSE OF THE QUITTERS
It was in the context of quitters that Paul said, “Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony 
of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel 
according to the power of God” (Verse 8), The word “afflictions” can refer to physical pain, and 
also the inner pain of humiliation. We should never be ashamed when people leave because 
we refuse to compromise. If church members “be turned away” because the pastor refuses to 
compromise, let the quitters be ashamed! 

QUITTERS DO NOT CARE WHO THEY HURT
One of our young people recently asked me if the people who have left our church really care 
about who they hurt. My answer was, absolutely not! They not only do not care who they hurt 
they also do not care how often they hurt people. They care nothing of how they influence 
young Christians who are watching them. They are focused only on themselves!
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DON’T LET THE QUITTER MAKE YOU QUIT
In verse fifteen Paul writes about “Phygellus and Hermogenes.” We don’t know anything about 
them; however, we know that Timothy knew who they were because Paul began verse fifteen 
with “thou knowest.” In the context of the verse, it seems obvious they were instrumental in 
having the people “turn away” from Paul. Paul’s final admonition to Timothy was let them turn 
away if they will; however, “...keep that which is committed to thy trust.”

Verses 16-18,“The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, 
and was not ashamed of my chain: But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very 
diligently, and found me. The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in 
that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very 
well.”

God always has someone to encourage His faithful preacher. The family of Onesiphorus 
was obviously an encouragement to Paul. In Second Timothy 4:19 Paul said, “Salute Prisca 
and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus.”  Paul said, “...he oft refreshed me, and was not 
ashamed of my chain.” Verses sixteen through eighteen tell us Onesiphorus  and his family 
were very good friends of Paul.

Second Timothy Chapter Two
THINKING RIGHT AND BEING RIGHT

• Verse 1,“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”
• Verse 1, “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”
• Verse 2, “be able to teach others also.”
• Verse 4, “be a soldier.”
• Verse 6, “be first partaker of the fruits.”
• Verse 11,“be dead with him...”
• Verse 15, “...a workman...not to be ashamed...”
• Verse 21, “...be a vessel unto honour...”
• Verse 24, “be gentle unto all men...”

Chapter one has dealt with thinking right. Chapter two dealt with being right. It begins 
saying,“...be strong in the grace…” Whenever we see the word “therefore,” we should look to 
see what it is there for. Obviously, it has to do with what was said in the previous chapter. Paul 
has focused on the pastor doing the will of God in spite of it being very unpopular in the last 
days. He has warned the pastor to “hold fast” to the things he has learned because there would 
be many who would attempt to take it from the pastor. Paul has also made it plain if the pastor 
will “hold fast” many will “turn away” from him.

 THE ABILITY TO DO GOD’S WILL AND TO DO IT GOD’S WAY
It is  in the context of apostasy that Paul tells the pastor to “...be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus.” The phrase “be strong” is  found in thirty-four verses of the Bible. When Paul 
wrote this  local church in Ephesians 6:10, he said,“...be strong in the Lord,” In this verse he 
tells the pastor to "...be strong in the grace.” 
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The pastor needs to be strong in the Lord; however, he must also be strong in the “grace” that 
is  available to him to be faithful to his  task. The word “grace” here has  to do with a God-given 
desire and the ability to do God’s work God’s way.  

Verse 2,“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

“THOU HAST HEARD”
To the pastor Paul said...

• Chapter 1:13, “...thou hast heard of me...” 
• Chapter 2:2, “...the things that thou hast heard of me...”
• Chapter 3:10, “...thou hast fully known...”
• Chapter 3:14, “...thou hast learned...”
• Chapter 3:15, “...thou hast known the holy scriptures...”

PAUL WAS CONCERNED THAT THE PASTOR WAS REALLY LISTENING

THREE TYPES OF LISTENERS
In Hebrews 5:11 Paul mentioned those who“...are dull of hearing.” In Second Timothy 4:3,4 
he writes of those who “...shall turn away their ears from the truth.” Jesus spoke in Luke 8:15 of 
those with “...an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it.”

 PASTORS WILL NOT ENDURE SOUND DOCTRINE
The last verse of the previous chapter makes it plain that God’s Word is  referring here to 
pastors. Verse seventeen says... 

“That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” Chapter 
four continues, “I charge thee (Pastor Timothy) therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they (Pastors) will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables” (Chapter 3:17).

In our age of apostasy, many pastors have set the pattern for their church members in the area 
of being, “...dull of hearing” and turning“...away their ears from the truth...”  Paul reminded 
Timothy that what he had heard was also “...heard of me among many witnesses.” Why should 
the people in any church have “...an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it,” if 
their pastor will not do it? Paul also commanded the pastor to teach what he had heard to 
“...faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” If a pastor is faithful to his God-given 
responsibilities he will be equipping men in the church to preach. 

THE PASTOR’S ENDURANCE RACE
Verse 3, “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”

• Second Thessalonians 1:4, “...that ye endure.”
• Second Timothy 2:10, “I endure all things.”
• Second Timothy 4:3, “...they will not endure.”
• Second Timothy 4:5, “...endure afflictions.”
• Hebrews 12:20,“...they could not endure.”
• James 5:11,“...count them happy which endure.”
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THE PASTOR - A SOLDIER
Paul uses a soldier as an example of a pastor who endures hardness.

Verse 4,“No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may 
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”

This  is  written to the pastor concerning his warfare in keeping the church doctrine, and the 
church philosophy of ministry in line with the Scriptures. In First Timothy 1:18 Paul said to the 
pastor, “This charge I commit unto thee...that thou by them mightest war a good warfare.”

 

TWO BATTLEFRONTS FOR THE PASTOR
This  war is  not the same warfare referred to in Second Corinthians 10:4,5 where Paul talked 
about “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  That is 
a very important warfare against the world, the flesh, and the devil. Ephesians 6:12 speaks of 
the same warfare saying, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places.”

WAR ON FALSE DOCTRINE
The warfare Paul speaks about in First Timothy 1:18, where we read he said, “This charge I 
commit unto thee, son Timothy...that thou by them mightest war a good warfare,” had to do with 
a war against all false doctrine in the local church. In the context of this warfare, Paul referred 
to “Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to 
blaspheme” (First Timothy 1:20).  

As previously mentioned, when Jesus dealt with those who were abusing His “Father’s house,” 
He took a whip to them. Jesus did not compromise the Word of God by holding meetings  with 
those who promoted false teachings in the Temple. Nobody had a problem understanding 
where Jesus stood on the subject of Bible separation.

When Nehemiah had to stop the infiltrators in the Temple, nobody had to guess where he stood 
on the issue.  We read:

• Nehemiah 13:11, “I contended with the rulers,” 
• Nehemiah 13:11, “I set them in their place.” 
• Nehemiah 13:15,  “I testified against them.”  
• Nehemiah 13:17,  “I contended with the nobles.” 
• Nehemiah 13:21,  “Then I testified against them.”
• Nehemiah 13:21,  “If ye do so again, I will lay hands on you.”
• Nehemiah 13:21,  “From that time forth came they no more.”

The warfare Paul was talking about had to do with the battle that is 
necessary when false teachers began to teach false doctrine in the local 
church.

THE PASTOR AND THE ATHLETE
Verse 5,“And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”
First Peter 5:4 speaks of a crown that is  reserved for the faithful pastor. It says, “And when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown.” There is  more to getting that crown than 
having a sign on an “office” door that says, “pastor.” Paul said the pastor will not be, 
“...crowned, except he strive lawfully.” 
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In Second Timothy 4:7-8 Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.”

THE PASTOR AND THE HUSBANDMAN
Verse 6, “The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.”
Paul likens the pastor to a “husbandman.” Jesus used the same analogy in John 15:1-2 when 
He said, “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”

GOD DEMANDS A HEALTHY HARVEST
In Isaiah 5:4 we read, “What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done 
in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?  
The results of the husbandman’s disobedience is plainly given. Verse five continues, “And now 
go to; I will tell you what I  will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall 
be eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: And I will lay it 
waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.” 

In Matthew 13:25 Jesus said, “...while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way.” A major responsibility of a husbandman is to “...purge away the 
dross” (Isaiah 1:25). 

Verse 7,“Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.” 

First Timothy 4:15 Paul said, “Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them...” Paul 
said, “Consider what I say...” Think about the warfare of the soldier, the discipline demanded for 
the athlete, and the patient toiling of the farmer. There is  much more to being a faithful pastor 
than having three meetings a week.

ALL THINGS
Paul continued, “And the Lord give thee understanding in all things.” In Second Timothy 4:5 
Paul said, “...in all things, endure afflictions.” In Titus 2:7 he said, “In all things shewing  thyself 
a pattern of good works.”

Verse 8, “Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead 
according to my gospel.”

MY GOSPEL?
At first glance this verse does  not seem to have anything in common with the context of this 
portion of Scripture. The key to understanding any verse in the Bible is always to compare 
Scripture with Scripture. 

NO NEED TO PANIC!
Some pastors panic if someone says that there is  more than one gospel in the Bible. That 
reaction stems from a preconceived idea of what the term gospel means. If we are talking about 
the plan of salvation then yes, there is only one gospel, however, the Bible meaning of the word 
is simply good news or glad tidings. 

THE MEETING AT JERUSALEM
Concerning the important meeting that took place in Jerusalem we read in Galatians 2:7-9 
Paul said, “...when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as 
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the gospel  of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the 
apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) And when 
James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto 
me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision.”

Paul’s gospel (glad tidings) included the information he had received from Christ, concerning the 
beginning of the local church dispensation. A study of Galatians chapter two, and other related 
passages give further background to Paul’s use of the term “my Gospel.”

Concerning “his gospel” he referred to it as “...the mystery, which was kept secret since the 
world began, But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets.” The false 
teachers that Timothy had to contend with were Jews who had infiltrated the church telling the 
people not to believe what Paul was preaching about the local church. We have the same 
problem today with those who bypass the local church with the many thousands of para-church 
programs that exist today.

Verse 9, “Wherein (Because of  what he was preaching) I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's 
sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”

“ISRAEL MINE ELECT”
In Isaiah 45:4 God referred to the people of the nation of Israel as, “Israel mine elect.” In verse 
nine Paul was not referring to people God had elected to save in comparison to those He only 
brought into the world to send to Hell, as  Calvin, and those who teach his  heresy say. Paul 
wanted to see Jewish people saved. In Romans 9:2-5 he said, “I have great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: Who are Israelites.” He said, “Therefore I endure 
all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus 
with eternal glory.”

PAUL’S ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS ENEMIES
Jesus said, “Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you.” (Luke 6:28) 
Paul not only endured all things that Israel, did against him, he loved, and prayed for them. He 
wanted his greatest enemies to “...also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus.” Paul is 
instructing the pastor concerning what his attitude should be towards those who cause trouble 
in the local church.
Verses 11-13,“It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If 

we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: If we believe 
not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.”

TEMPORARY TRIALS
These verses tie in with verse eight and focus  on our position in Christ as  being “dead with him” 
we “...live with him.” The trials of leadership in the church are only temporary. First Corinthians 
2:9 says, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.”

SUBVERTING THE HEARERS
Verse 14,“Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that 

they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.”
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Paul was referring to the Jews who were causing problems in the church Timothy pastored. In 
Acts 15:24 Paul mentioned those that “...troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law...”
One reason the local church at Ephesus ended up in ruin was because of all the striving that 
went on among the members. It was  to this group that Paul said, “Let no corrupt (worthless) 
communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace unto the hearers” (Ephesians 4:29). 

In First Timothy 1:4 Paul said, “Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which 
minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do.”  Striving should not be 
about words of no profit. Philippians 1:27 says, “...that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.” Hebrews 10:25 tells  the church members we 
need to be, “...exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

Verse 15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
It is not by chance that this verse immediately follows the command that we are not to be 
“...striving about words of no profit to the hearers.” Our studying as pastors is  so that we will be 
“...approved unto God,” not to impress any people.

Verse 16,“But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 
And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning 
the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of 
some.”
The word “profane” is used repeatedly by Paul in his instructions to the pastor. It means “empty 
words” and has to do with controversies that only produce strife, and not the edification of the 
local church.

• First Timothy 1:9, “...unholy and profane.”
• First Timothy 4:7, “But refuse profane and old wives' fables.”
• First Timothy 6:20, “...avoiding profane and vain babblings.”
• Second Timothy 2:16, “But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto 

more ungodliness.”

VAIN BABBLERS WITH BIBLES
The vain babblers that Paul referred to were not men of the world: they were men who studied 
the Bible, and were preaching a false doctrine. They had come to a wrong conclusion about the 
resurrection. He spoke of “Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, 
saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.” 

This  is the second time Paul warned Timothy about the harm the vain babblings will do in a 
church. First Timothy 6:20 says, “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings...”

Verse 19, “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity.”

GET THE FOUNDATION RIGHT
Foundations are very important. There are fifty-four verses in the Bible that mention the word 
“foundation” and another thirty-three verses with the word “foundations.” Psalm 11:3 says, “If 
the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?”  
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Earthly foundations can be destroyed, creating a serious dilemma for the builders. 
“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure.” Paul had just mentioned how the 
infiltrators were able to “overthrow the faith of some.” 
  

Ephesians 2:20 refers to the church as “...built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” Paul said in First Corinthians 
3:10-12 “According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 
laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

First, Paul said God gave him the grace to be “...a wise masterbuilder.” This grace, as 
previously mentioned, is the desire and the ability to do the will of God. In Colossians 1:2 Paul 
said,“...Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Anyone 
who has the “desire” to do God’s will has gotten the desire from God. 

IT TAKES THE GRACE OF GOD TO DO IT RIGHT
Psalm 37:4 says, “...he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” Any ability we have to do 
God’s will comes from God. Paul said in First Corinthians 15:10, “But by the grace of God I 
am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”With this 
God-given grace, Paul had already“...laid the foundation.” Timothy was  one of those described 
as “...another buildeth thereon.” Notice the two foundations. One that Paul laid, and the one no 
man can lay “...which is Jesus Christ.” 

Paul was using an analogy of a seal with an inscription that was  put on the cornerstone of a 
building that inscribed the name of the builder and the character and design of the builder. The 
church is built by the hand of God. The foundation is  firm. The Name of the builder is  Christ. 
Jesus said, “...I  will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 
16:18). Paul encouraged Timothy with these words: “Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure.”

He continued, “...the Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity.” The entire focus  of First and Second Timothy is on keeping the 
church pure rather than compromising to keep it full. While all Christians should be actively 
involved in winning lost people and getting them into the local church, the pastor’s responsibility 
is not filling the pews with people, but filling the people with the Word of God. 

To a pastor named Peter, Jesus said, “...lovest thou me?...Feed my sheep!” Every Christian 
should be concerned about reaching the lost; and, as a Christian, so should the pastor; 
however, the pastor’s main responsibility, as  a pastor is to feed the sheep. Paul continued, “But 
in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; 
and some to honour, and some to dishonour.” 
 

 THE POTTER AND THE CLAY
In Jeremiah chapter eighteen God gave us another analogy using a building. This  is a great 
example of what God is  doing in the local church age. Jeremiah 18:1-6 “The word which came 
to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will 
cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought 
a work on the wheels.  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the 
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word of the LORD came to me, saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? 
saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of 
Israel.”

THE RESPONSE OF GOD’S PEOPLE
The situation in Jeremiah’s  day was  very much like it is  today in many of our so-called 
"fundamental" churches. Chapter 18:12 says, “And they said, There is no hope: but we will 
walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart.” In verse 
eighteen we read, “Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah;…Come, 
and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.” 

EVERY CHRISTIAN WILL BE A VESSEL
We read in Second Corinthians 4:7, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” It says in Second Timothy 
2:20-21,“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood 
and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.” It is  God’s purpose that we should 
"…be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every 
good work.”

   

ONE PLACE
First, some worthless clay is brought to “…the potter's house.” The only place God has chosen 
to do His work of preparation today is through the local church. The Bible refers to the local 
church in First Timothy 3:15 where we read,“…the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  

   

ONE PURPOSE
God has only one purpose for Christians  being on this earth and that purpose is that we should 
be “...earthen vessels…meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.” 

THE PREPARATION
The purpose demands preparation!  We are to be “…prepared unto every good work.” To 
prepare something is  to make something ready for some purpose. In Acts 23:23 we read, 
“Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea...” The words “make ready” are the same 
Greek word used above, “…prepared unto every good work.” God would have us to “Purge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump” (First Corinthians. 5:7).

  

THE PROCESS
When the clay arrives at the potter’s  house, it is not suitable for use. The first thing the potter 
does is to submerge the clay in a trough of water. The first thing a new Christian needs is to be 
submerged in the Word of God. Paul referred to this as, “...the washing of water by the 
Word” (Ephesians 5:26).   

The Bible says, in Ephesians 5:10 that we must learn to discern“…what is acceptable unto the 
Lord.” Verse seventeen says, “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of 
the Lord is.” Verse twenty-one tells us that we must learn what the Bible says about “Submitting 
yourselves one to another in the fear of God.” We must learn to be “...subject unto Christ.”
   

The Bible says in verse twenty-six that the Potter’s  purpose is to,“…sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”
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A vessel that is  blemished will be a “vessel to dishonour.” The only part the clay 
has in the process is to allow the Potter to do the necessary remolding. 
When the water softens the lumps a slimy mud begins to form. The 
mud is  then drawn off into settling tanks. During this process all 
stones and lumps are left behind. When the clay settles the water is 
drawn off and the material is worked by the treading of the feet. At 
times God will have someone prepared to walk all over the pastor. They 
stomped all over Jesus and His response was “Father forgive them.”  When they were messing 
up the Temple He took a whip to them. 

The prepared clay is then packed away for about six months during which time the clay 
becomes more flexible. During this time the clay that began as a useless clump, begins to be 
transformed into a usable state.

   

THE PROCESS CONTINUES
At this time the clay is  set on a table, and a wooden mallet is used to beat the air bubbles out of 
it. Air bubbles will form pockets that will produce weak spots in the vessel, making it unreliable. 
God will also have someone ready to beat the bubbles out of the pastor or any Christian He will 
use as a vessel to honour.

In Jeremiah 23:29 we read, “Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces?”  Later on in the process, the vessel will be put in the fire. At 
this  time, if it is still not completely pliable, it will crack. This, will result in a cracked pot. Have 
you met any “crackpot” Christians? 

In the process of making a vessel to honour, Romans 8:28 will become more than a little verse 
we quote when we are having a bad day. In the process of becoming a vessel to honour the 
Christian must learn that during the Potter’s process "…all things work together for good." The 
Christian must realize that the Potter has a purpose in the process that we might be “conformed 
to the image of his Son.”

THE POTTER’S WHEEL
We read the potter “...wrought a work  on the wheels."  The potter’s wheels consisted 
of two wheels. The upper wheel is  where the clay was placed for molding it, and the 
lower wheel was spun by the feet of the potter. The potter would have two 
bowls of water handy and would constantly apply water to the clay as 
he turned it. During this process, if the potter was to takes his hands 
off the clay, the clay would fly off the table. Hebrews 13:5 says, “I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  

The potter spins the clay as fast or as slow as he determines and applies 
the amount of pressure he determines as the clay spins between his hands.

   

THE PROBLEM
Jeremiah 18:4 says, “And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.” 

Even in the potter’s  hands, things  can still go wrong. The fault is not with the potter. The 
problem is  the clay. If the potter senses the clay is  not pliable, if he senses some resistance, he 
stops the wheels, removes the part that is not pliable, and continues to make “another vessel;” 
however, the vessel will be smaller than it would have been. 
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Jeremiah 18:6 “…cannot I  do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in 
the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand.”

The wise Christian will answer… 
“Have Thine own way, Lord! 

Have Thine own way!
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way!

Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
Fill with Thy Spirit ’till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me.”

 

THE PROCEDURE
Sometimes the Lord will use the enemy to break us and mold us as He did with David in First 
Samuel 30:4 where we read, “Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice 
and wept, until they had no more power to weep.” We must then respond as David 
responded.We read, “David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” In verse eight we read, 
“David enquired at the LORD…And he answered him, Pursue:…recover all.” David set out to 
get everything back like it was!

Sometimes the Lord will use fellow believers to break us, and mold us as He did with Joseph. 
He suffered undeserved abuse at the hands  of his  own family, but he realized “…God meant it 
unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Genesis 50:20).  

Sometimes the Lord will use tragedies to break us and mold us as He did with Job. He was the 
best example of a believer on the face of the earth. When his problems ceased, he said, “I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”   

Our Christian testimony is not worth much if it cannot see us through God’s process of 
making us into a vessel fit for the Master’s use.

• The Psalmist said, “I water my couch with my tears” (Psalm 6:6).
• In Psalm 126:5 we read, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.”
• Malachi 2:13  speaks of “…covering the altar of the LORD with tears.”
• Paul said he was “Serving the Lord…with many tears” (Acts 20:19).
• He said, “…I ceased not to warn…night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31).
• He said, “…I wrote unto you with many tears”  (Second Corinthians 2:4). 

Second Corinthians 4:7 says, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” The next verse continues, “We are 
troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but 
not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” 

Romans 15:4 says,“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning.” Isaiah 45:9 says, “Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker…Shall the clay say to 
him that fashioneth it, What makest thou?” The only part the clay has is to yield to the will of the 
Potter.  Romans 9:21 says, “Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make 
one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?”
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Every Christian will be a vessel. Some unfortunately refuse to let the Potter do His work and 
become vessels to dishonour; however, they are not totally worthless: they can always serve as 
a bad example. The better way is  found in Second Timothy 2:21: “…be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.”

   

Verse 21, “If a man therefore purge himself from these, (vessels made to dishonour) he shall be a 
vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every 
good work.”  

The pastor must always beware of the corrupting influence of the dishonourable vessels. First 
Corinthians 15:33 says, “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.”

Verse 22,“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow right-eousness, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 

“Youthful lusts” and “righteousness, faith, charity, peace, and a pure heart” have nothing in 
common. 
IT WAS THE PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY...

• ...to be giving, “instruction in righteousness” (Second Timothy 3:16).  
• ...to be honestly able to say, “...I have kept the faith” (Second Timothy 4:7). 
• ...to follow Paul’s example in “charity” (Second Timothy 3:10).
• ...to experience the “peace” (Second Timothy 1:2).
• ...to  have a “...pure   conscience” (Second Timothy 1:3).  

If these things were going to be realities in the life of Timothy, he would need to “follow” after 
them.

Verse 23, “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.”

THREE STEPS
In First Timothy 1:4 Paul warned the pastor not to “...give heed to fables and endless 
genealogies.” In First Timothy 4:7 he said, “...refuse profane and old wives' fables.” Here in 
verse twenty-three he said, “...foolish and unlearned questions avoid.” The Merriam-Webster 
Online Dictionary says to avoid is  “to make legally void.” This  is what Romans 16:17 is 
referring to when Paul said, “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.” The final step is 
to discipline the   troublemaker out of the assembly.  

Verses 24,25,“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient, In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.”

In verse fourteen the pastor is  to be “...charging them before the Lord that they strive not about 
words to no profit.” Here Paul is admonishing Timothy not to “strive” or waste time contending 
with the troublemakers. To strive is to be quarrelsome but the pastor is  to be, “In meekness 
instructing those that oppose themselves.”  

If they will not come to the place of, “...repentance to the acknowledging of the truth...” and it 
finally comes to the place when church discipline is  necessary, it must only be after the 
appropriate steps have been taken and never be in the spirit of  anger but always “...in 
meekness...”
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Verse 26,“And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are 
taken captive by him at his will.”

   

The word “recover” means to awake from a deep sleep and come to a right way of thinking. To 
“recover themselves” indicates that have placed themselves into a position where they could be 
snared by the devil, and they would have to make a conscious decision to get out of the 
bondage they put themselves in.  

Proverbs 22:24-25 says, “Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou 
shalt not go: Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul.”  Those who make a 
decision to go against God’s plain teaching are rebellious. 
First Samuel 15:23 says, “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft...” If people give themselves 
over to witchcraft, they are opening the door for the devil and all his demons to come to take 
control. Rebellion does the same thing. People never rebel unless they make a decision to 
rebel. The rebellious person is taken captive “...at his will.”

 THREE WILLS
THE WILL OF GOD - THE WILL OF MAN - THE WILL OF THE DEVIL

   

• Ephesians 6:6 we read, “...as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God.”
• Second Peter 1:21 says, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man.”
• Second Timothy 2:26 it says, “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of 

the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.”
   

In conclusion, it is very obvious that God’s Church Manual (FIRST & SECOND TIMOTHY) begins and 
focuses much on the need for confrontations  concerning those who teach false doctrine in the 
local church. First Peter 2:15 says, “For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men.”

We read in Second Thessalonians 3:13 “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.” The 
context of “well doing” is seen in verse six where we read, “Now we command you, brethren, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.” Verse eleven refers to “...some 
which walk among you disorderly,...busybodies.”  

Verse fourteen says, “And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and 
have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.” 

It is within the context of confronting these very unpleasant situations  that Paul said in verse 
thirteen, “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.”  

First Peter 2:15 says, “For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men.” It is noteworthy that Paul referred to “brethren” being “ignorant” six 
times. 
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Second Timothy Chapter Three
A LIST OF CHURCH MEMBERS IN 

THE AGE OF APOSTASY

At the beginning of chapter three God gives us a list of people who will be members of 
churches during what He calls “perilous (hard to do) times.”

Verses 1-7,“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away. For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”

THE CONTEXT
The focus of First and Second Timothy is not on evangelizing the lost. That is  a very important 
subject; however, it is not the subject of these two epistles. Paul is  giving instructions to the 
pastor concerning how he must “...know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (First Timothy 3:15). 

APOSTASY IN THE LOCAL CHURCH
The context has nothing to do with the wicked people of the world; it has to do with how 
the wickedness of the world has become acceptable in what we like to call fundamental Baptist 
churches. It is speaking of those who sit in our churches every week faking their spirituality 
with a “form of godliness.” 

It speaks of standard-keeping, fundamental Christians, pastors included, who look good while 
we are “...denying the power thereof,” and opposing the power of God in allowing Him to 
change our lives.  

We know this is speaking of professing Christians within the local church because Paul 
said, “...from such turn away.” If he was speaking about people in the world, we would not be 
able to witness to anyone. He also said these people would be “Ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

“THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH”
The phrase, “...the knowledge of the truth,” is found three times in the 
Bible and always refers to Christians. First Timothy 2:4 refers  to people 
being saved and coming to “...the knowledge of the truth.” Hebrews 
10:26 says, “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth.” Second Timothy 3:7 speaks of professed 
Christians who are “Ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” There has never been a time when it was not a 
“hard to do” time, as far as  reaching the world with the Gospel is  concerned. It was difficult to 
reach the world in Noah’s day when “…the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).
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It was difficult 2000 years ago when the local church age began. They “...had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they 
were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; Of whom the world was not 
worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves  of the earth.” It 
has always been hard to do times when it comes to evangelizing the lost. 

First and Second Timothy does not deal with evangelism it deals with issues in the local 
churches. It deals with how the pastor is  to, know “...how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (First 
Timothy 3:15).

It deals with our Laodicean fundamentalism when pastors refuse to preach the whole counsel 
of God because they are more interested in having a crowd listen to them on Sunday.

PERILOUS TIMES IN OUR CHURCHES 
As many as 95% of the people who sit in our services week after week do nothing for the 
cause of Christ except drop a few dollars in the collection plate.

CHRISTIANS WILL NOT ENDURE SOUND DOCTRINE 
The Bible warns that in the days of apostasy many Christians will obtain a surface knowledge 
of Bible doctrines and yet never make them a part of their lives. Year after year, they listen to 
the preaching, and year after year, there is no change in their lives. They are content to miss 
two-thirds of the church meetings, and pastors  have made it acceptable. If the preaching gets 
too demanding they, like many pastors, “…will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears” (Second Timothy. 
4:3) . 

CHRISTIANS WITH NO CONCEPT OF BIBLE PRINCIPLES
Second Timothy 3:7 says they are “Ever learning, (Church goers) and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” The dictionary says a concept is  “something conceived in the mind.” 
When the Bible says they are “...never able to come to the knowledge of the truth,” it means 
they simply can't understand.

JUNGLE INDIANS WITHOUT CONCEPT
Recently, missionaries from our church ministered to the Yanomamo Indians in the Amazon 
jungle. When attempting to teach the Indians about Bible principles, it was discovered that the 
Indians had no word for love, forgiveness, hope, patience, sacrifice, character, honor, shame 
etc. The reason they have no words for these character traits  is  because they have no 
concept, or understanding of what these things are; and without a concept or mental 
understanding of these things, it is impossible to understand them. 

NO REASONING ABILITY
For example, one of the self-ascribed spiritual leaders in the village testified that God wanted 
the men to beat their wives so they would not sin. The missionaries tried to reason with him 
from the Scriptures; however, it was impossible to reason with him because the Yanomano 
Indians have no concept of what reasoning is.

NO APPRECIATION
The Yanomano Indians have no concept of appreciation. Our missionary wrote, “You hope that 
one day you will receive a note or listen to the testimony of a Yanomamo who thanks you for 
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giving yourself to bring Jesus to them. But the Yanomamo are thankless. Being thankful is 
not a concept the Indians know anything about. It appears to be no closer to their culture 
than being a rocket scientist.” He continued, “Sarah gave seven years of her life in the jungle 
village of Cuwa. Every day she taught the Indians how to read. Recently the Indians decided 
they didn't want a foreigner teaching them, and they voted in a young man (who thanks to Sarah 
has a Grade two education) to be their new teacher.”  

When they left the village for the last time only a few Indian women came to the river to say 
goodbye. The rest of the Indians were in their hut fighting over the things they left behind. The 
Yanomamo culture causes the Indians to do whatever they feel like doing, and it does not 
matter if it hurts anyone else, just as our modern day church hoppers and quitters do.

CHRISTIANS IN THE LOCAL CHURCH
The Bible warns that in the last days this problem will be prevalent in the church. People will sit 
there like the Indians in the jungle: “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.”  They will have no real appreciation for the leadership God has give them to help 
them through the storms of life. If they don’t like something that is  done, or not done at the 
church, they simply leave with no concern who gets hurt as a result of their actions. Like the 
Indians in the jungle their philosophy of life is, “It is all about me!”

WHAT ARE WE TO DO?
The Old Testament records the times of apostasy among God’s people. It also tells  us in First 
Chronicles 12:32 that God had “…men that had understanding of the times, to know what 
Israel ought to do.” God has always had a remnant. I am going to  repeat it again because this 
is  one of the most important sentences in this series of articles. God has always had a 
remnant!
 

GOD’S REMNANT WERE SMALL
• Isaiah 16:14,“…the remnant shall be very small and feeble.” 
• Ezekiel 14:22, “...behold, therein shall be left a remnant.” 
• Romans 11:5, “Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant.”  

The remnant can say with the Psalmist, “I am small and despised: yet do not I forget thy 
precepts” (Psalm 119:141). 

The remnant was always small and despised; however, there never was a time when God’s 
people or unsaved people, could accuse God of not having someone to show them God’s will 
and the way God wanted His will accomplished.

In Ezekiel 2:4-5 we read, 
“I do send thee unto them; (God’s people) and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD. And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they are a 
rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet among them…And 
thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will 
forbear.” 

WHAT DOES GOD WANT FROM OUR CHURCHES?
As individual Christians, we are always under orders to be witnessing for Christ. I want to 
repeat that statement because in this apostate age we are living in, it seems we have 
developed an “either, or” mentality. It has never been a case of one or the other. Pastor and 
people alike are always under orders to be witnessing for Christ.  
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As pastors, we are commanded to “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they 
(Christians, pastors included.) will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears” (Second Tim. 4:2-3).

God does not expect the pastor to compromise the Word of God to reach anyone. During the 
days of apostasy in Israel the prophet was commanded to say, “…Thus saith the Lord GOD!”  
We are to do the same! God wants His apostate people in our local churches  to know“…that 
there hath been a prophet among them.” God does not want the people to know there is a 
compromiser among them. The command is the same as it was for apostate Israel: “And thou 
shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.” 

GOD WANTS A REMNANT IN YOUR AREA
Like the days of apostasy in Israel, God wants a remnant. We should not be surprised in our 
age of apostasy when the remnant is, “…very small and feeble” (Isaiah 16:14). God does have 
some larger churches that have not compromised, for which we should be very thankful, 
however, the pastor who can honestly look to God in this age of apostasy and say,“...I forget 
not thy precepts” will, in most cases also say, “I  am small and despised” (Psalm 119:141). The 
remnant was always  small and despised in Scripture; however, there never was a time when 
God’s people could accuse God of not having someone to show them God’s will and God’s 
way. 

NO LICENSE TO QUIT WITNESSING
Again, this does not give us  a license to stop witnessing in the world for Christ. The Bible is 
very plain about that responsibility, however, we must never compromise the Word of God to 
keep the pews full. 

NO COMPROMISE
May God deliver us from compromising any part of the Word of God to appease the wishes of 
anyone on earth, be he unsaved or professed Bible believer. Let us plainly preach the whole 
council of God so that none will misunderstand. Let us never be willing to sacrifice the favour 
of the Lord so that we may win the favour of any man or to satisfy our desire to see the 
attendance grow in our local churches.

 

AN OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLE OF THE SAME PROBLEM
Verse 8, “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: 

men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.”  

In First Timothy Paul referred to teachers of false doctrine within the church as “...men of 
corrupt minds...” who were “...destitute of the truth...” He said they were“...reprobate 
concerning the faith,” and they were in the assembly. 

Titus 1:16 refers to people in the local church who “...profess that they know God; but in works 
they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work  reprobate.”
 

Verse 9, “But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as 
theirs also was.”

Paul reminded the pastor that there is a payday someday! Jannes and Jambres withstood 
Moses; however, the day came when they died. Their bodies have been in the grave for about 
two thousand years, and we are still reading about them. Surely, “...their folly” is “...manifest 
unto all men.”
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Verses 10-12, “But thou (Pastor Timothy) hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came 
unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them 
all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.”

Paul was making a comparison of his  life and the lives of those who did “...resist the truth: men 
of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.” He concluded saying,“...all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” While there is certainly an application to every 
Christian, the context is that every pastor who holds the line in the day of apostasy “shall suffer 
persecution.”  

MANY TYPES OF PERSECUTION
Persecutions are not always physical. The dictionary says  that persecution is,“...the act of 
persecuting especially those who differ in religion...to cause to suffer because of belief.” In 
Matthew 16:21 Jesus explained to His disciples  that He must, “...suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed...” Jesus faced many different types of 
persecution. Some of it was  physical; however, He spent most of His life facing verbal 
persecution from His own people.

It is  noteworthy that the persecution that came to Paul, like that of Christ, was also usually as a 
result of his own people, the Jews. In Acts 13:50 we read, “But the Jews stirred up the devout 
and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.” This time the persecution they faced was 
verbal and it ended up by them being,“...expelled them out of their coasts.” 

Verses 13,14, “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and 
being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” 

Paul was not a proud man; however, he was not timid to say he lived the life God wanted him 
to live, and Timothy knew it. In verse ten referring to his lifestyle, he said, “...thou hast fully 
known...” In verse fourteen he said Timothy knew “...of whom” he had “...learned.”  

Verse 15, “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Paul was referring to the fact that Timothy knew the Old Testament Scriptures as the New 
Testament was not yet written. Timothy’s mother had taught him the Word. Jewish writings 
reveal that a boy of five years of age studied the Scriptures.  It is  noteworthy that when Paul 
said,“...the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus,” he was referring to the Old Testament. In John 5:39 Jesus also referred to 
the Old Testament when He said, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify of me.”

WE NEED TO GET BACK TO THE SCRIPTURES
Verse 16, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”

As previously stated, the majority of professed Christians who sit in our fundamental churches 
will gladly listen to the “doctrine” as long as they do not have to make any personal 
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applications. Most modern day fundamental church members will leave the church if the pastor 
gets involved in the area of“...reproof.” 
 

Most fundamental Baptist church members will listen to the “...instructions in righteousness” for 
an hour on Sunday and fill their minds with the filth and unrighteousness of television for five or 
six hours a day, seven days a week. This has become acceptable in our apostate fundamental 
churches because we fundamental pastors have made it acceptable.

 IT WAS WRITTEN TO THE PASTOR
We cannot overemphasize that this portion of Scripture is dealing with the pastor. God is 
speaking to pastors about understanding, “doctrine, reproof, correction,” and “instruction in 
righteousness.” It says, “...that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works.”  

Everything the pastor does should be based on the Scripture rather than on what he 
learned in a forty-five minute class in a Bible college or a few minutes in a Bible commentary.

Everything the pastor does should be based on the Scripture rather than being based on what 
he thinks his peers expect him to do.  

Second Timothy Chapter Four
Paul was sitting in a small under ground prison like the one 
pictured here. He was scheduled to die shortly, and he knew it. 
No doubt his aged body was racked with pain from the 
dampness as it takes its’ toll on him. 

A little light shines down through the hole, where his food is let 
in, and he takes advantage of it to write a young pastor named 
Timothy, concerning the problems he faces in his local church.

Verses 1-2, “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”

SEVEN CHARGES
To “charge” someone is to entrust them with a serious responsibility. Timothy was charged by 
Paul to fulfill his God-given responsibilities as a pastor, and to be bold concerning charging 
other Christians concerning their responsibilities.

• First Timothy 1:3, “...charge some that they teach no other doctrine.”
• First Timothy 1:18, “This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy...that thou by them 

mightest war a good warfare.”
• First Timothy 5:7,“...charge, that they may be blameless.”
• First Timothy 5:21, “I charge thee...that thou observe these things without preferring 

one before another, doing nothing by partiality.”
• First Timothy 6:13, “I give thee charge in the sight of God...That thou keep this 

commandment without spot...”
• First Timothy 6:17, “Charge them...that they be not highminded...”
• First Timothy 4:1-2, “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus 

Christ...Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
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THE QUICK AND THE DEAD
We read of the “quick and the dead” in three places in the New Testament. All of them have to 
do with preaching and judgment. 

• Acts 10:42, “And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is 
he (Christ) which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.”  

• First Peter 4:5,6,“Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and 
dead. For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they 
might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.”

• Second Timothy 4:1, “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the 
word.”

Verse 3,“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

JESUS TAKLED ABOUT THE QUITTERS
Jesus mentioned this  group of quitters in Mark 4:17. He said they would, “...endure but for a 
time.” On the other hand we read,“...we count them happy which endure” (James 5:11). The 
message for the pastor in the midst of our apostate fundamentalism is to, “...endure 
afflictions.” We can conclude that in this age when church members “...will not endure sound 
doctrine” the pastor who preaches sound doctrine will suffer persecution.  

SMOOTH THINGS ONLY PLEASE
During the apostasy of God’s people in the Old Testament we read the people said, “Prophesy 
not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits.” It is  the same today. 
If the preacher dares to preach things that are not in line with the carnal desires  of his self-
centered fundamental, carnal, church members, they will persecute him verbally or they will 
leave. They will bounce from one church to another and they, “...after their own lusts (desires) 

shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears.” They want the 
pastor to be their “Tickle Me Elmo Doll,” that makes them feel happy. These 
dolls  normally retailed for $28.99, however, when they were in demand they 
fetched as much as $1500.00. 

TICKLE ME ELMO PASTORS FOR SALE
Unfortunately there is no shortage of “Tickle Me Elmo” pastors who will sell 
out the Word of God to make all his listeners  feel warn and fuzzy and make 
himself look successful as he fills God’s church with disobedient people.

If a fundamental pastor dares to Scripturally discipline a church member, 
another fundamental “Tickle Me Elmo” pastor will gladly take the disobedient church member 
into his church or even start another church with those who, “...after their own lusts (desires) 
shall they heap to themselves teachers.” These church hoppers do not want to quit going to 
church altogether. They have ears that desire to be tickled, therefore, they will look for a 
preacher to tickle them.

DON’T BE PART OF THE HEAP
The pastor who is so foolish to start a church with these people little 
realizes that it will only be a matter of time until he will be deserted by 
these wanderers and he will end up on their “heap.” 
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As they continue to run from one preacher to another they become more confused than ever. 
This  is another main reason why these people are, “Ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth” (Second Timothy 3:7).

Verse 5, “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy ministry.” 

WATCH - ENDURE - DO THE WORK
Watch ...
• “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come” (Matthew 24:42).
• “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation...” (Matthew 26:41).
Endure because...
• “Behold, we count them happy which endure.” (James 5:11) 
Do the work of an evangelist ...

“How then shall  they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:14).   

There are people who need the Lord and we are under orders to evangelize. We are 
commanded to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation.

Make full proof of thy ministry... 
“Full proof” means, “to carry out fully with evidence that      compels acceptance.”

WHAT IS THE PROOF?
If it is numbers, Paul sits in a dungeon as a total failure. Maybe if he had learned a few of our 
modern day tricks to get people to pray a prayer and had not been so blunt about what he 
believed he might have built a big church. If getting a crowd is proof of the ministry, Jesus was 
also a failure. 

WILL YE ALSO GO AWAY?
It only took one sermon to get those who wanted their ears tickled to leave the Lord. In John 
6:66 “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.” 

THE CHURCHES IN JERUSALEM
A careful study of the Book of Acts, comparing Scripture with Scripture rather than a few 
minutes in a Bible commentary, will show that crowds  very quickly got on the bandwagon when 
Peter preached about setting up a literal kingdom; however, when Saul came after the 
Christians to persecute them we read he came looking for them in houses, not in church 
buildings.

Acts 8:3, “As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling 
men and women committed them to prison.” 

After Paul became a Christian we read he said in Romans 16:5 “...greet the church that is in 
their house.” 
In First Corinthians 16:19 he referred to, “...the church that is in their house.” 
In Colossians 4:15 he referred to, “...the church which is in his house.” 
In Philemon 1:2 he mentioned, “...the church in thy house.”  
Are we to conclude these churches were failures because they were small? Absolutely not!

THEY WERE ORGANIZED CHURCHES
In the Bible, the word “church” ALWAYS refers  to a Scripturally organized structure of believers. 
These verses do not give license for some disgruntled church members to read a few 
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Scriptures to their family and call it church. To make “full proof” of his ministry the pastor is to 
organize it according to do things God’s way.
CROWDS ARE NOT A SIGN OF SUCCESS
It is obvious, according to the Scriptures, that having a large crowd has nothing to do with the 
success or failure of a local church.  Faithfulness  is God’s measuring stick. First Corinthians 
4:2 says, “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” In Matthew 25:23 
we read, Jesus said, “Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few 
things...” To show “full proof” of the ministry today is to put it on trial under the judgment of 
God’s Word, not the peer pressure of what anyone on earth thinks.

THE END OF HIS MINISTRY
Verse 6, “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.”

In Romans 1:15 Paul previously said,“...I am ready to preach.” Now he is ready to die. 

In 1998 when Karla Faye Tucker was on death row she wrote a letter to the governor of Texas 
pleading for her life. In her letter she used the word “I” over 300 times, in her hopes to keep 
from dying.

Paul was on death row; however, he did not focus on himself but only on the needs of others. 
He was concerned about the condition of the local church at Ephesus. He was concerned 
about Timothy. He writes about the “walk” and the “warfare” of the people in the church. Paul 
was always ready to follow the will of God even when it meant it was time to die.

FINISHED MY COURSE
Verse 7, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith…”
Three times in this one verse he said, “I have.” He said, “I  have fought...I have finished...I have 
kept the faith: It was directly to the pastor that Paul said, “Fight the good fight of faith.” (First 
Timothy  6:12). Paul fought and finished what he was given to do and he expected Timothy to do 
the same. 

Verse 8,  “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.” 

Paul sat alone in a dungeon, and yet he was confident of getting his  crown.  He did not pastor 
a large number of people. His crown was laid up for him because he “fought a good fight,” he 
“finished” his “course,” and he, “kept the faith.”

KEPT THE FAITH?
Paul uses the word “faith” here concerning a belief a person could have about anything. For 
example, someone might say, “I have faith in what my doctor is telling me.” The belief that 
Paul is talking about had to do with his faith in the Lord as his Saviour; however, it also 
includes the fact that he had faith to live the Christian life here on earth, the way the Lord 
wanted him to live it. He kept to his  convictions concerning the Word of God until the day he 
died. He kept the faith.

He warned the pastor that, “...some shall depart from the faith.” (First Timothy  4:1) He was  not 
talking about saving faith. He was talking about the same faith James was talking about when 
he said, “faith without works is dead” (James 2:20). 
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Paul was not one of those Sunday morning only fundamentalists. He believed the Bible and he 
lived accordingly. He could honestly say, “...I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness.”

ALONE BUT NO FAILURE
Verses 9-12, “Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: For Demas hath forsaken me, 

having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to 
Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry. And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus.”

Timothy had been Paul's traveling companion, and was his intimate friend. He no doubt would 
like to see him again before he left this world. He mentions  those who had quit and no doubt 
could relate to the heartache Christ felt when He said to His twelve disciples, “Will ye also go 
away?” (John 6:67).  

DEMAS THE QUITER
Demas was a good friend and fellow-labourer who ended up quitting. He mentioned Demas 
along with three other “fellowlabourers” in Philemon 1:24. In his letter to the Colossians Paul 
said, “Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you” (Colossians 4:14).  Finally, Paul said, 
“Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world” (Second Timothy 4:10). We name our 
children Luke, we don’t even name our dogs Demas.

God sharply rebukes those who “...turned back, and dealt unfaithfully.” (Psalm 78:57) He said, “If 
thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small” (Proverbs 24:10). Jesus said, “No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).

Paul was alone. He said, “...no man stood with me, but all men forsook me...Notwithstanding 
the Lord stood with me” (Verse 16).

Verse 13,“The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, 
and the books, but especially the parchments.” 

Paul wished some warm clothes be brought to him, however, if Timothy had to bring only one 
of the two requests he said,“...especially the parchments.” 

Verses 14-15,“Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according 
to his works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our words.” 

Paul finished his  life’s ministry warning the pastor about “Alexander the coppersmith.” 
Alexander had the opportunity to be under the authority of one of the greatest preachers that 
ever lived, however, he thought he was smarter than God’s chosen leader. He spent his  life 
hurting the ministry and ended up an eternal member of God’s hall of shame.

Verses 16,17,“At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray 
God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and 
strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the 
Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.”

It was a sad thing that when Paul went before the courts of Nero, he stood alone; however, he 
said the Lord stood with him.

Verse 18,And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his 
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
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From a human perspective this would suggest that Paul would be delivered from Nero’s death 
sentence. To Paul it meant the opposite. Nero did nothing that God did not allow him to do. 
When Paul left this world, God used Nero to deliver Paul from, “...every evil work,” into the 
presence of Christ.

Verses 19-20, Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. Erastus abode 
at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick.”

Acts 19:11 tells us,“...God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul.” Obviously the 
healing sign gift was past as the local churches came into existence otherwise Paul would 
have healed Trophimus.

Verses 21-22, “Do thy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth thee, and 
Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren. The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy 
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.”

Paul concludes by mentioning, “Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, 
and all the brethren.” We have no idea who they are. They represent the many unsung heroes 
of the faith who faithfully serve the Lord with little or no public appreciation. Paul was  always 
careful to openly appreciate those who stood by him when it was a very unpopular thing to do. 
To the Thessalonians he said he was, “Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (First Thessalonians 1:3).

Paul was not the only one who focused on these unknown, but faithful Christians. In Hebrews 
6:10 he said, “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have 
shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.”

His final words  to the pastor, “Grace be with you. Amen.” This  grace is the desire and ability to 
do things God’s way in His local church.

THIS THINK
In Second Timothy chapter one Paul focused on the importance of the pastor doing some 
thinking as he shepherds the sheep in the local church. His thinking should be in line with the 
Word of God.  Second Timothy 1:7 says the pastor needs to have,“…a sound mind.” 

In the early days of my ministry I found it much easier to let someone else do my thinking for 
me. Since the popular leaders of fundamentalism were teaching me to use mind manipulating 
tricks to get people down the aisle, I sadly, to my shame, didn’t bother checking the Scriptures 
to see if these things  be correct. When I searched the Scriptures I found that my responsibility 
was simply to, “...preach the Word” and stay out of the way and let The Holy Spirit convict 
through the preaching of the Word.  

THIS BE
In Second Timothy chapter two Paul focuses on the importance of the pastor being strong. 
Verse one says, “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”

• Verse 2 - “...be able to teach.”
• Verse 4 -“...be a soldier.”
• Verse 6 - “... be first partaker of the fruits.
• Verse 11- “...be dead with him.”
• Verse 15 - “...not to be ashamed.”
• Verse 21 - “...be a vessel unto honour.”
• Verse 24 - “...be gentle unto all men.”

We will not expand on this list here except to say if we are going to be “gentle unto all men” 
that would include how we handle those who cause trouble.
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THIS KNOW
Second Timothy 3:1 says, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” 
Paul focuses on the importance of the pastor knowing what he faces in the local church in the 
age of apostasy.

THIS DO
In Second Timothy chapter four Paul focuses  on the importance of the pastor doing what God 
wants him to do in the local church in the age of apostasy.  

Second Timothy 4:1-2 says, “I  charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick  and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”

We read in the Bible concerning Israel about “...men that had  understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do” (First  Chronicles 12:32.) The hour in which we live is a confusing time 
for sincere Christians who desire to serve God in the local church. If pastors and people are 
going to keep from getting discouraged, we also need an understanding of the  times, to know 
what we ought to do. 

THE OPEN DOOR
The last two periods of local church history are referred to in Revelation as the Philadelphian 
age, and the Laodicean age. The Philadelphian age was a time when God’s blessing was 
upon His  servants. We read in the Scriptures concerning that era that God, “...openeth, and no 
man shutteth.”

GOD’S BLESSING WAS OBVIOUS
Crowds came to hear them preach. Even the newspapers reported the news about thousands 
being saved. Revivals spread like wildfire! God said, “I know thy works: behold, I have set 
before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast 
kept my word, and hast not denied my name” (Revelation 3:8). 

THEN IT ALL CHANGED
The Bible says God, “...shutteth and no man openeth.”  Men who are no less sincere than those 
who preached a hundred years ago, preach today but without the same results. God’s 
blessings are not upon our efforts like they once were. God demands more than sincerity, God 
demands His work must be done His way!

The Bible plainly says, “Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; A blessing, if 
ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day: And a 
curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside out of the 
way which I command you …” (Dueteronomy 11:28).

It matters  not if it is 1808, 1908, or 2008, or 2018, God’s work done God’s way will not lack God’s 
support. God said when we, “…turn aside out of the way which I command...” we also turn 
aside from the blessings that come with obedience. God’s “way” that God has commanded for 
us today is  the local church. We have “turned aside” to our para-church organizations and we 
are paying the price. Even in our local churches we have “turned aside” from God’s  way to our 
way of doing things and we are paying the price.



 PAGE 34

 THE LAODICEAN AGE
We are now living in the Laodiceans church age and we are living under the judgment of God 
that comes with our disobedience to His  Word. In recent days the cults and compromisers 
have taken over. The local church is pushed into the background as the universal church virus 
has infected our Christian society. Making a commitment for Christ has  replaced conversion. 
Radio and T.V. preachers have become amateur psychologists who emphasized the self-life of 
the believer. 

WITH THE NEW PHILOSOPHY CAME NEW WORD PLATFORM
The area at the front of the church where the preacher preached was always referred to as the 
pulpit area. Now we call it the platform. Why did we change that? Don’t just pass over that 
question. Think about it! Why did we change the name from pulpit to platform? 

Is it our desire to be more like the world? The world has platforms on which they entertain 
people and so do we. Many church platforms now feature girls dressed in tight formfitting 
clothes singing, “Jesus keep me near the cross,” and “Have you been to Jesus for the 
cleansing power?” Prayer has become something on the “order of service” card, that in many 
services has become nothing more than an opportunity to get the congregation to close their 
eyes while the next set of performers get ready to do their "specials" on the platform.

WITH THE NEW PHILOSOPHY CAME NEW WORD OFFICE
The pastor’s study is now the pastor’s office. Why did we change that?  Was it because, like 
the world the local church is operated like a business. 

OUR OFFICE HOURS ARE ESTABLISHED
I recently had to make a business call. I dialed the company and heard a recording telling me 
to call back during their business hours. I needed to call a fundamental independent Baptist 
church about something and so decided I would do that while I was  waiting for the business to 
open. When the phone was answered at the church I listened to a recording telling me what 
time the “office” would be opened. If I was phoning about being saved would I have had to wait 
for the “office hours” of the church? Do we really think that is God’s gauge for success?  

SEMINARS FOCUSING ON PERSONALITY ADJUSTMENTS
Seminars have become very popular where Bible doctrine is avoided and personality 
adjustments are more important. People who can’t sit in church for an hour come by the 
thousands, pay large amounts of money, and sit for days to hear about seven steps to solve all 
their problems. They offer no soft seats, no music specials and best of all no demands. 
Personal counseling by a pastor is replaced with wholesale counseling by an ear-tickling 
teacher who knows nothing about the people he is counseling. When he is  finished he takes 
his jet and a pocket full of money to the next counseling session.

 LOCAL CHURCHES ALSO CHANGED
Attendance became the focus of the local church. Pastors were put on guilt trips to baptize 200 
a year. “Win them, (by  promising Heaven for all who pray  a forgiveness prayer) wet them (in the baptistery) and 
work them, became the new philosophy. Repentance became a thing of the past because it 
is easier for people to vote for Jesus and be considered saved. (We can put the right 
information in a computer and it will vote for Jesus, but it won’t go to Heaven.) Hard Bible preaching soon 
began to disappear from the scene because it would scare people off. We must have unity at 
all cost, if we are going to keep the attendance growing and the offerings up. 
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Christian Colleges, radio and television programs, newspapers, Christian periodicals, mission 
boards, singing groups, and scores of other ministries  with no Scriptural authority to exist 
outside of the local church, began to dwarf the local church. More than 150 Bible colleges, 
universities, and seminaries in the USA were soon doing what God commanded the local 
church to do. Soon more than 50,000 young men had graduated from these institutions. 

Many of these institutions became weak on their position concerning the King James issue 
and some openly ridicule those who promote the King James Bible. Students  who left their 
local churches for a “higher education” were soon taught that the standards taught by their 
pastor were obsolete. The new motto became, "As goes the colleges...so goes the churches." 
The problem with that statement is twofold. First, it is what has happened, and second, it is 
unscriptural!
The Bible says, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick  out of his place, 
except thou repent.” 

God’s Word plainly commands His work be done through the local church. The Bible 
says,“...the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth” (First Timothy 3:15). For nearly 2000 years we were content to do God’s work God’s way. 

Jesus said, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). 
The Bible says, “But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD,...then shall the hand of the 
LORD be against you.” It has happened to us  as it happened to Israel. The Bible says, “…
they obeyed not thy voice,...therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon 
them.” (Jeremiah 32:23).

IT IS A TIME FOR TEACHING THE FAITHFUL
Years ago I sat in the meetings at Hyles Pastor’s school and heard him time, and time again 
ridicule “the deeper life Christians.” Being a young pastor with a goal to have the largest 
church in Canada I was greatly influenced by this unscriptural nonsense. Are we supposed to 
be shallow life Christians? A large number of Scripturally ignorant Christians sitting in 
churches listening to a shallow preachers  preaching shallow messages is not success in God’s 
definition of the term success.

 THE PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY
“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry” (Verse 5). The pastor is commanded to do four things in this verse.

“WATCH.”
Strongs Concordance says this word means, “to be sober, to be calm and collected in spirit.”

“ENDURE AFFLICTION”
You can rest assured, if the pastor preaches the whole counsel of God in this age of 
fundamental apostasy, he will have some affliction. 

“DO THE WORK OF AN EVANGELIST”
“Evangelist" was the name given to New Testament heralds of salvation through Christ who 
were not apostles.” (Strongs Concordance) This is  not a time to cry about the last dark days when 
nothing can be done. This is a time to herald God’s plan of salvation. God’s plan of salvation 
is, “...except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:5).
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 “MAKE FULL PROOF OF THY MINISTRY”
Full proof means “to carry through to the end, to accomplish what was started.” Don't 
Compromise And Don’t quit! 

WHAT WE ARE SAYING AND NOT SAYING
• We are saying that our modern day fundamentalism has little in common with 

what is taught in First and Second Timothy. 
•

• We are saying when the New Testament refers to heretics it refers  to Christians 
teaching false doctrine.

•

• We are saying those who teach Calvinism are teaching what God calls heresy.
•

• We are saying those who teach that repentance is not necessary for salvation are 
teaching what God calls a “damnable heresy.” 

•

• We are saying the Bible commands Christians to separate from all Christians who 
teach heresy.

• We are saying that mind manipulate decisions  concerning salvation are 
producing unsaved church members in what we call fundamental churches.

•

• We are saying a large crowd of immature Christians sitting in a church service is 
not a successful church in God’s definition of success.

•

• We are saying the Bible commands the pastor to clean up the problems in the 
local church he pastors.

•

• We are saying that in these days of apostasy if a pastor preaches and teaches 
the Word as he is commanded to preach and teach it, in most cases he will end 
up with a small number who will remain faithful.

• We are saying when everyone forsook Christ and when everyone forsook Paul 
the apostle that neither one of them were failures.

•

• We are saying that if Christ or Paul had compromised to keep people listening to 
them they would both have sinned by compromising.

•

• We are saying that a pastor who compromises the Scriptures in anyway to keep 
people in the church is a compromiser.

•

• We are saying that all of First and Second Timothy was written to the pastor and 
the pastor would do well to preach it all to himself before he preaches it to his 
people.

•

• We are saying that the pastor who expects his  people to obey the Word of God 
while he refuses to obey the Word of God is a hypocrite.

•

• We are saying any pastor who allows “vain babblers” to continue to “babble” in 
his church will soon pay a serious price for it.

•

• We are saying that the reason apostasy has  flooded our fundamental churches in 
recent days is because pastors have allowed it to happen.

•

• We are saying that the reason we have Christians sitting in our churches  with no 
concept of spiritual things is because pastors have failed in the area of preaching 
and teaching the Word of God. 

• We are saying there never has been a time in the last two thousand years when 
the following Scripture was more applicable. “For the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God…” (First Peter 4:17).  



 PAGE 37

WHAT WE ARE NOT SAYING 
• We are not saying that every large fundamental church is compromising. There 

are some large fundamental churches where the Bible is faithfully preached 
without compromise, and God has blessed with numerical growth. For example, 
FaithWay Baptist Church in Ajax, Ontario, has not compromised, and God has 
blessed them with a large numerical growth. (There are others)

•

• We are not saying that we should slow down in our effort to reach lost people.  
Matthew 28:19-20 says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

“These things write I unto 
thee...that thou mayest know how 
thou oughtest to behave thyself in 

the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar 

and ground of the truth.”
(First Timothy 3:14-15) 


